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at

 it
 m

igh
t 

ha
ve

 be
en

 th
e m

os
t t

ole
ra

bl
e o

f a
ll f

as
cis

m
s. 

“In
 Po

rtu
ga

l 
ev

er
yt

hin
g g

et
s t

am
ed

 so
m

eh
ow

” –
 he

 ex
pl

ain
ed

.

Ol
ive

ira
, t

oo
, r

es
um

ed
 m

ak
ing

 fe
at

ur
e fi

lm
s i

n t
he

 ea
rly

 
six

tie
s, 

ha
vin

g s
ho

t o
nly

 do
cu

m
en

ta
rie

s a
fte

r h
is 

ne
o-

re
ali

sti
c A

nik
i-B

ób
ó (

19
42

), 
sc

re
en

ed
 in

 Ö
rö

km
oz

gó
 at

 ou
r 

Ol
ive

ira
-re

tro
sp

ec
tiv

e. 
Th

e c
ha

nc
e o

f w
or

kin
g f

or
 O

liv
eir

a 
br

ou
gh

t P
au

lo 
Ro

ch
a b

ac
k h

om
e f

ro
m

 Fr
an

ce
. R

ite
 of

 Sp
rin

g 
do

es
 co

nt
ain

 do
cu

m
en

ta
ry

 el
em

en
ts 

(th
e E

as
te

r c
us

to
m

s 

of
 a 

lit
tle

 vi
lla

ge
 ar

e r
ec

or
de

d w
ith

 fo
lkl

or
ist

ic 
au

th
en

tic
ity

), 
bu

t t
he

 st
or

y b
ein

g t
ur

ne
d i

nt
o fi

cti
on

. D
ue

 to
 it

s r
eli

gio
us

 
su

bje
ct,

 th
e s

cri
pt

 w
as

 ap
pr

ov
ed

 by
 th

e c
en

so
rsh

ip,
 bu

t 
wh

en
 co

m
ple

te
d, 

th
e fi

lm
 ga

ve
 a 

se
ns

e o
f o

pp
os

iti
on

al 
at

tit
ud

e t
o t

he
 au

th
or

iti
es

. In
 co

ns
eq

ue
nc

e, 
Ol

ive
ira

 w
as

 
ar

re
ste

d, 
bu

t t
he

n h
e w

as
 “o

nly
” b

an
ne

d f
ro

m
 fil

m
m

ak
ing

, 
alm

os
t f

or
 a 

de
ca

de
.

M
ea

nw
hil

e P
au

lo 
Ro

ch
a m

ad
e h

is 
ow

n o
pu

s, 
Th

e G
ree

n 
Ye

ar
s (

19
63

). 
In 

th
e L

isb
on

 of
 th

e fi
lm

 th
er

e i
s i

nc
es

sa
nt

 
co

ns
tru

cti
on

 w
or

k g
oin

g o
n. 

A 
ne

w 
wo

rld
 is

 ta
kin

g s
ha

pe
. 

Ar
riv

ing
 in

 th
e c

ity
, t

he
 yo

un
g b

oy
 qu

ick
ly 

fin
ds

 a 
job

 an
d 

lov
e, 

ye
t h

e r
em

ain
s a

 st
ra

ng
er

 al
l t

he
 ti

m
e. 

Hi
s s

we
et

he
ar

t, 
ho

we
ve

r, h
as

 al
re

ad
y a

da
pt

ed
 to

 th
is 

wo
rld

, a
nd

 sh
e d

oe
sn

’t 
wa

nt
 to

 re
tu

rn
 to

 th
e v

illa
ge

. T
he

 co
un

try
sid

e i
s n

o m
or

e 
so

m
e r

om
an

tic
, s

ta
inl

es
s p

lac
e. 

As
 hi

th
er

to
 pr

oc
lai

m
ed

 by
 

th
e o

ffi
cia

l p
ro

pa
ga

nd
a f

or
 de

ca
de

s. 
Su

ffi
ce

 it
 to

 m
en

tio
n 

M
ar

ia 
Pa

po
ila

 (1
93

7, 
Jo

sé
 Le

itã
o d

e B
ar

ro
s),

 th
e e

m
ble

m
at

ic 
film

 of
 th

e t
hir

tie
s. 

In 
th

is,
 a 

gir
l f

ro
m

 th
e v

illa
ge

 co
m

es
 to

 
th

e c
ity

 to
 w

or
k a

s a
 se

rv
an

t. 
Sh

e f
all

s i
n l

ov
e. 

He
r li

fe 
so

 
far

 is
 pa

ra
lle

led
 by

 Ild
a’s

 in
 Th

e G
ree

n Y
ea

rs.
 In

 Ba
rro

s’ 
film

, 
ho

we
ve

r, t
he

 se
rv

an
t g

irl
 re

tu
rn

s t
o h

er
 vi

lla
ge

 du
e t

o h
er 

dis
illu

sio
nm

en
t. 

In 
Ro

ch
a’s

 fil
m

, t
he

 bo
y y

ea
rn

ing
 fo

r t
he

 
co

un
try

sid
e k

ills
 th

e u
rb

an
ize

d g
irl

. D
ev

oid
 of

 an
y v

alu
e, 

th
e 

co
un

try
sid

e o
nly

 de
str

oy
s. 

(Ju
st 

a y
ea

r la
te

r, F
er

na
nd

o L
op

es
 

re
ve

als
 th

e d
ar

k s
ide

 of
 th

e c
ity

 in
 hi

s fi
lm

 Be
lar

m
ino

. T
his

 
film

 ab
ou

t a
 ne

ga
tiv

e b
ox

ing
 ca

re
er

 w
as

 sh
ow

n i
n H

un
ga

ry
 

te
n y

ea
rs 

ag
o.)

 Fa
lse

 pr
ov

inc
ial

 fo
lk 

ro
m

an
tic

ism
 ha

d s
uc

h a
 

las
tin

g i
m

pr
int

 on
 Po

rtu
gu

es
e fi

lm
 cu

ltu
re

 th
at

 ev
en

 in
 Tr

ás
-

os
-m

on
te

s, 
m

ad
e i

n 1
97

6, 
it 

is 
ch

all
en

ge
d b

y t
he

 di
re

cti
ng

 
co

up
le.

 In
 th

eir
 fil

m
 th

e c
ou

nt
ry

sid
e i

s a
 m

ise
ra

ble
 pl

ac
e, 

giv
en

 to
 su

ffe
rin

g. 
To

 so
m

e e
xt

en
t, 

th
e a

pp
ro

ac
h c

ha
ng

es
 

in 
Th

is 
De

ar
 M

on
th

 of
 A

ug
us

t, d
ire

cte
d b

y M
igu

el 
Go

m
es

, a
 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

e o
f t

he
 la

te
st 

film
m

ak
er

 ge
ne

ra
tio

n. 
Du

e t
o h

is 
ca

m
er

a t
he

 pi
ctu

re
 po

stc
ar

d l
an

ds
ca

pe
 fe

at
ur

es
 as

 a 
Cz

ec
h-

loo
kin

g g
ro

te
sq

ue
 im

ag
er

y.

Be
fo

re
 th

e c
ar

na
tio

n 
re

vo
lu

tio
n 

of
 19

74
, d

ur
in

g t
he

 
di

ct
at

or
sh

ip,
 Po

rtu
gu

es
e f

ilm
 w

as
 re

pu
te

d t
o b

e m
or

e 
dy

na
m

ic,
 m

or
e i

m
ag

in
at

ive
 an

d m
or

e r
ev

olu
tio

na
ry

. A
fte

r 
th

e c
oll

ap
se

 of
 th

e d
ict

at
or

sh
ip,

 th
e d

ire
ct

or
s, 

fo
rm

er
ly 

co
nn

ec
te

d b
y a

nt
ifa

sc
ism

 an
d d

iss
id

en
t v

iew
s, 

sp
lit

 up
 

on
 p

oli
tic

al 
iss

ue
s. 

On
 th

e t
we

nt
iet

h 
an

ni
ve

rsa
ry

 of
 th

e 
Hu

ng
ar

ian
 an

d E
as

t E
ur

op
ea

n 
ch

an
ge

 of
 re

gi
m

e i
t i

s 
wo

rth
w

hi
le 

re
ca

llin
g a

 st
at

em
en

t b
y O

liv
eir

a r
ela

te
d t

o t
he

 
Po

rtu
gu

es
e “

ch
an

ge
 of

 re
gi

m
e”

: “
Th

e a
ir 

wa
s v

ib
ra

nt
 w

ith
 

joy
, e

up
ho

ria
 an

d e
nt

hu
sia

sm
. U

nf
or

tu
na

te
ly,

 af
te

r a
 lit

tle
 

w
hi

le,
 th

e p
oli

tic
al 

pa
rti

es
 b

ein
g o

rg
an

ize
d,

 th
e r

ut
hl

es
s 

fig
ht

 fo
r p

ow
er

 co
m

m
en

ce
d.”

 Th
e e

ig
ht

ies
 us

he
re

d i
n 

th
e n

ew
 p

er
io

d o
f t

he
 ‘a

ut
he

ur
ist

’ f
ilm

. T
he

 fi
lm

m
ak

er
s 

we
re

 p
re

oc
cu

pi
ed

 w
ith

 th
e f

oll
ow

in
g i

ss
ue

s. 
W

ha
t d

oe
s 

it 
m

ea
n 

to
 b

e P
or

tu
gu

es
e?

 W
hy

 di
d t

he
 re

vo
lu

tio
n 

fa
il 

as
 a 

co
m

m
un

ity
 ac

t e
m

br
ac

in
g t

he
 w

ho
le 

na
tio

n?
 A

nd
 

th
ey

 w
er

e i
n 

se
ar

ch
 of

 ex
pl

an
at

ion
s w

hy
 th

er
e h

ad
 b

ee
n 

Sa
laz

ar
ism

 in
 Po

rtu
ga

l. L
et

 us
 on

ce
 m

or
e c

on
tra

st 
tw

o 
fil

m
s. 

In
 19

37
, L

op
es

 R
ib

er
io,

 th
e o

ffi
cia

l f
ilm

 di
re

ct
or

 of
 

th
e r

eg
im

e m
ad

e a
 fi

lm
, h

ea
te

d w
ith

 p
at

rio
tis

m
, e

nt
itl

ed
 

Re
vo

lut
ion

 of
 M

ay
 (A

 re
vo

luç
ao

 de
 m

aio
). 

M
ad

e f
or

 th
e 

te
nt

h 
an

ni
ve

rsa
ry

 of
 th

e n
at

ion
al 

re
vo

lu
tio

n,
 th

e f
ilm

 
fe

at
ur

es
 a 

da
ng

er
ou

s a
gi

ta
to

r a
rri

vin
g i

n 
Po

rtu
ga

l in
 

or
de

r t
o i

nc
ite

 an
 up

ris
in

g,
 b

ut
 st

un
ne

d b
y t

he
 ec

on
om

ic 
an

d s
oc

ial
 d

ev
elo

pm
en

t h
e a

t l
as

t r
ef

ra
in

s f
ro

m
 h

is 
pl

an
. 

Th
irt

ee
n 

ye
ar

s l
at

er
 La

ur
o A

nt
ón

io 
gu

id
es

 us
 to

 B
eir

a, 
th

e m
os

t r
ea

ct
ion

ar
y r

eg
ion

 of
 Po

rtu
ga

l, i
nt

o a
 b

oa
rd

in
g 

sc
ho

ol,
 in

 or
de

r t
o f

in
d o

ut
 h

ow
 fa

sc
ist

 id
eo

lo
gy

 w
as

 
ab

le 
to

 se
ize

 th
e p

eo
pl

e’s
 m

in
ds

 (S
ub

m
er

se
d M

or
nin

g /

M
an

hã
 su

bm
er

sa
/).

 O
n 

on
e h

an
d,

 Po
rtu

gu
es

e f
ilm

 tu
rn

s 
co

nt
em

pl
at

ive
, m

et
icu

lo
us

ly 
se

ar
ch

in
g f

or
 so

m
et

hi
ng

; 
on

 th
e o

th
er

 h
an

d,
 it

 tu
rn

s t
ow

ar
ds

 it
s o

w
n 

cu
ltu

re
 fo

r 
ex

pl
an

at
ion

s. 
Th

at
’s 

w
he

n 
lit

er
ar

y a
da

pt
at

ion
s b

ec
om

e 
fa

sh
ion

ab
le.

 A
fte

r t
he

 n
ois

y, 
ga

ud
y v

isu
al 

im
ag

er
y 

of
 th

e d
ict

at
or

sh
ip,

 th
e f

ait
h 

in
 w

or
ds

 b
ec

om
es

 on
ce

 
ag

ain
 m

an
ife

st.
 Th

at
’s 

w
hy

 Po
rtu

gu
es

e f
ilm

s a
re

 of
te

n 
dr

ive
n 

ah
ea

d b
y t

he
 n

ar
ra

tiv
e, 

w
hi

le 
th

e i
m

ag
es

 ar
e j

us
t 

or
na

m
en

ta
l, r

ed
uc

ed
 to

 la
nd

sc
ap

es
 or

 st
ag

e s
et

tin
gs

.

A 
Po

rtu
gu

es
e F

ar
ew

ell
 st

an
ds

 ou
t f

ro
m

 am
on

g t
he

 fil
m

s 
of

 th
e e

igh
tie

s. 
On

ly 
th

e s
up

er
fic

ial
 vi

ew
er

 w
ill 

ta
ke

 it
 as

 
a r

ea
cti

on
 to

 th
e i

ng
lor

iou
s P

or
tu

ga
l o

f c
olo

nia
lis

m
. M

uc
h 

m
or

e t
ha

n t
ha

t, 
it 

re
fle

ct
s o

n t
he

 de
ca

de
 af

te
r t

he
 ca

rn
at

ion
 

re
vo

lut
ion

. T
he

 fa
m

ily
 in

 th
e fi

lm
 (f

at
he

r, m
ot

he
r, b

ro
th

er,
 

an
d d

au
gh

te
r-i

n-
law

) i
s h

eld
 to

ge
th

er
 by

 th
e m

em
or

y o
f t

he
 

m
an

 ki
lle

d i
n t

he
 A

fri
ca

n w
ar

s. 
Ye

t t
he

 re
lat

ion
s a

re
 br

ea
kin

g 
up

. T
he

 pa
st,

 it
s p

ain
, c

an
 no

 lo
ng

er
 be

 a 
fo

rce
 un

iti
ng

 
so

cie
ty.

 O
liv

eir
a’s

 N
o, 

or
 th

e V
ain

 G
lor

y o
f C

om
m

an
d b

elo
ng

s 
int

o t
he

 sa
m

e c
on

te
xt

. T
he

 do
ye

n o
f P

or
tu

gu
es

e fi
lm

 w
as

 
alw

ay
s i

nt
er

es
te

d i
n c

us
to

m
s, 

rit
ua

ls,
 an

d i
n t

he
 pr

oc
es

s o
f 

th
eir

 be
co

m
ing

 em
pt

y, 
de

pr
ive

d o
f t

he
ir s

pir
it,

 lo
sin

g t
he

ir 
po

int
, le

av
ing

 be
hin

d s
up

er
fic

ial
 fo

lkl
or

e. 
Hi

s fi
lm

 no
w 

to
 be

 
pla

ye
d f

ea
tu

re
s P

or
tu

gu
es

e h
ist

or
y a

s a
 st

rin
g o

f d
efe

at
s, 

dis
ap

po
int

m
en

ts,
 di

sil
lus

ion
m

en
ts,

 w
hil

e o
n t

he
 ot

he
r 

ha
nd

, it
s g

ro
te

sq
ue

 to
ne

 po
int

s o
ut

 w
ha

t i
t is

 lik
e w

he
n 

str
ict

 m
ilit

ar
y e

tiq
ue

tte
 is

 qu
es

tio
ne

d i
n t

he
 ve

ry
 m

om
en

t 
of

 op
er

at
ion

: b
ec

om
ing

 gr
ot

es
qu

e a
nd

 ri
dic

ulo
us

. W
hil

e 
aim

ing
 at

 hi
sto

ric
al 

fai
th

fu
lne

ss,
 O

liv
eir

a q
ue

sti
on

s –
 in

 
Ku

ro
sa

wa
’s 

fas
hio

n –
 th

e e
tiq

ue
tte

 of
 vi

ole
nc

e. 

In 
th

e e
igh

tie
s, 

film
s w

er
e fi

na
nc

ed
 by

 th
e s

ta
te

 in
 Po

rtu
ga

l, 
wi

th
ou

t m
ak

ing
 an

y d
em

an
ds

 on
 th

e d
ire

cto
rs.

 Th
e a

rti
sts
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Le
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tó
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i p
or

tu
gá

l f
ilm

he
tü

nk
ön

 lá
th

at
tu

k V
ill

av
er

de
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kk
ol

ó 
m

un
ká

já
t, 

a K
áb

ul
at

ot
 a 

jó
lé

ti 
Eu

ró
pá

ba
n 

kis
zo

lg
ál

ta
to

tta
n 

há
ny

ód
ó 

sz
en

tp
ét

er
vá

ri 
lán

yr
ól

 (l
ás

d:
 Ta

nn
er

 G
áb

or
: A

 p
or

tu
gá

l f
ilm

 –
 ú

tb
an

 Eu
ró

pa
 fe

lé?
, w

w
w.

fil
m

ku
ltu

ra
.h

u)
. M

os
t a

zt
 a 

fil
m

et
 te

kin
th

et
ik 

m
eg

, a
m

ell
ye

l a
 re

nd
ez

őn
ő 

eu
ró

pa
i h

írű
vé

 vá
lt 

tíz
 év

ve
l e

ze
lő

tt.
 A 

M
ut

án
so

k d
im

en
zió

ja
 sz

űk
eb

b, 
m

in
t a

 Ká
bu

la
té

 (L
iss

za
bo

n 
a h

el
ys

zín
), 

de
 V

ill
av

er
de

 sz
oc

iál
is 

ér
zé

ke
ny

sé
ge

 és
 áb

rá
zo

lá
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ód
ja 

m
ár

 ki
fo

rro
tt.

 S
öt

ét
 tó

nu
s, 

éjs
za

ka
i 

je
le

ne
te

k s
or

a –
 az

 e
zr

ed
fo

rd
ul

ó 
po

rtu
gá

l n
ag

yv
ár

os
i „

elh
ag

yo
tta

in
ak
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vil
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áb

an
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gy
un

k.
 H

ár
om

, n
ev

el
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tth
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bó
l m

eg
sz
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öt

t t
in
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zs

er
 

ká
lvá

riá
já

t v
ág

ja 
a s

ze
m
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e V
ill

av
er

de
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nd
re
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Pe
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és
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o 
ne

m
 ké
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ek

 a 
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lo
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eg
íts
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bő

l, 
ne

m
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k n
ev
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Bo
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og
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 sz
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l m
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? N
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te
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ne
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 ta
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ok
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ol

gá
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k.
 N

in
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 ú
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fiú
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ip
ar

 le
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áb
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y 
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. E
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yjá
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z, 
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 d
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vá
n 
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ök
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Ni
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se
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se
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 vi
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 N
in
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 b

elá
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jó
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go
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rd

ul
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m
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